It is now but tAvo years and nine months since we reviewed the first edition of this book. As it seemed to us then, it might be compared to a lusty young gallant in new attire, quaint and questionable, with much that was pretentious, much of the mockheroic in his bravery; but yet withal a generous high-spirited clever youngster, full of belief in his mission, full of contempt for old world inconsistencies, fallacies, and failures, having a thorough faith in his own power to set things to right, and to renew the life of the worn-out system medical. Our gallant friend has improved with age. He has laid aside his motley, and now appears in the respectable decent garb of a douce sober
Revieivs.
[April, citizen. He no longer wounds our professional susceptibilities by the vagaries of liis boyhood. He has pruned away the exuberances, and the oddities which annoyed whilst they amused us; and he has developed into the clear-headed, thoughtful, earnest, albeit opinionated teacher; retaining his belief in his own power, and justifying that belief by good work, keen observation, and tempered self-reliance. Of course the identity of the lad is preserved in the man; but there is as much difference between them as there is between the undergraduate fresh from college, who astonishes his mother and sisters with his wonderful airs and harmless fopperies, and the hard-working curate who a few years afterwards is held worthy of canonization by half his parish.
To leave metaphor, however, Dr. Chambers has greatly altered his book, and has altered it for the better. As it at first appeared, by its originality, its thoughtfulness and its earnestness it had large claims to professional favour, but it offended professional taste and alarmed professional prejudice by its title, its appearance, and, if we may use the word without offence, its sensational style. As it is now given to the world, it is a valuable repertory of his individual opinions and bed-side observations, and a model of lively, pointed, and earnest clinical teaching. He has preserved all its better characteristics, expanded its scope and utility by the addition of new matter of value, repeated, as every independent thinker and observer has a right to do, the conclusions at which he has honestly arrived, and has won for himself the high praise in this age of therapeutical Pyrrhonism of being a sober, original, and successful investigator in the art of curing disease, and an eloquent expositor of rational Medicine.
In (We would ask, parenthetically, however, why, according to this theory, the heart and respiratory muscles should not in turn become paralysed also ?) The extensors of the wrist suffer first because they are already disposed to atrophy by the enormous exertion to which painters subject them.
Here we must close our excerpts from the clinical lectures.
We had intended to quote or examine the author's opinions on the subjects of pneumonia, heart disease, the action of digitalis, blood-letting, and several other topics. We must devote, however, our small remaining space to the lectures on mucus and pus, which differ from the remaining portion of the book in having been prepared for a more advanced audience than the clinical class at St. Mary's. 
